
  News Release 
    

       
 
 
DC15-XXX            March 16, 2015 
 

PREMIERSHIP RUGBY ANNOUNCES  
NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH BT SPORT 

 
Aviva Premiership Rugby will be broadcast on BT Sport for the next six seasons in a ground-

breaking new TV deal, Premiership Rugby can confirm. 

     The top flight of English club rugby will be live on BT Sport until at least the end of the 

2020-21 campaign. 

     Mark McCafferty, the chief executive of Premiership Rugby, said: “BT Sport has been a 

fantastic partner for English club rugby so we are delighted that we have been able to extend 

our relationship with them for a further four years. This is the longest TV agreement in the 

history of Premiership Rugby. 

     “In the 18 months we have been on-air with them our live TV audiences have grown by 50 

per cent so it is clear that the partnership is going from strength to strength. 

     “In almost two seasons of coverage broadcasting the Aviva Premiership BT Sport has set 

new standards for the live broadcast of rugby. Their innovative style has received great 

acclaim and we look forward to developing the partnership over the next six seasons. 

     “Aviva Premiership Rugby is in great health with a number of new commercial partners on 

board and it is testimony to the strength of the competition and our clubs that we have 

renewed more than two years before the current deal with BT Sport ends. 

     “We are enjoying a golden era for rugby in this country with the Rugby World Cup just 

around the corner and the game's re-entry in the Olympics in the summer of 2016. This 

announcement is another indication of the current strength of English rugby.” 

     John Petter, chief executive, BT Consumer, said: “We are absolutely delighted to be 

extending our partnership with Premiership Rugby.  2015 will be an amazing year for rugby in 

the UK and the popularity of rugby will continue to grow. We’re delighted to be a part of this 

and that our customers can look forward to another six seasons of the Aviva Premiership on 

BT Sport.” 

The agreement covers: 

• A four-year extension to the current four-year deal, making it the longest in 

Premiership Rugby history 
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• Live broadcast rights for up to 80 live matches per season from Aviva Premiership 

Rugby for four years starting from the 2017-18 season 

• Extended highlights rights for all 135 Aviva Premiership Rugby matches per season 

from 2015-16 

• Live broadcast rights to matches from the entire Singha Premiership Rugby 7s Series 

until the end of the 2020-21 season 

• Midweek Review and Preview programming 

     As major partners of Premiership Rugby, BT Sport will also work with Premiership Rugby 

to develop a community rugby programme and continue to market top flight English club 

rugby. 

     McCafferty added: "This partnership is about far more that what is seen on our TV 

screens. BT Sport is committed to Premiership Rugby and they will help us to grow the game 

in England." 

 

Enquiries about this news release should be made to the BT Group Newsroom on its 24-
hour number: 020 7356 5369. From outside the UK dial + 44 20 7356 5369. 
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About BT 
BT is one of the world’s leading providers of communications services and solutions, serving 
customers in more than 170 countries. Its principal activities include the provision of networked IT 
services globally; local, national and international telecommunications services to its customers 
for use at home, at work and on the move; broadband, TV and internet products and services; 
and converged fixed/mobile products and services. BT consists principally of five lines of 
business: BT Global Services, BT Business, BT Consumer, BT Wholesale and Openreach.  
 
For the year ended 31 March 2014, BT Group’s reported revenue was £18,287m with reported 
profit before taxation of £2,312m. 
 
British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group plc and 
encompasses virtually all businesses and assets of the BT Group. BT Group plc is listed on stock 
exchanges in London and New York.  
 
For more information, visit www.btplc.com. 
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